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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify the reality of hazardous materials management in Gaza
Strip (case study: pharmaceutical sector), and the identification and analysis of the
administrative stages of pharmaceutical sector, which include import, transport,
storage, circulation and disposal. The researcher used the descriptive analytical
method by which the phenomenon of the study, the analysis of data, the relationship
between data and opinions of the experts and the professionals who are asked about
the processes involved and their effects are described.

To apply this methodology, the researcher followed the direct observations and
interviews with the specialists in the field of hazardous pharmaceuticals in the
pharmaceutical sector, and defined a strategy for dealing with hazardous
pharmaceuticals in present and future. The researcher relied on questionnaires and
interviews with pharmaceutical sector workers starting from the entry of these
materials into Gaza Strip and finally the disposal of its waste.

The study population consisted of the heads of departments in the General
Administration of Pharmacy (23), heads of departments in the Department of
Security and Public Safety (20), heads of departments in the General Administration
of Inspection and Protection of Labor at the Ministry of Labor (5), & the heads of
departments in the pharmacy unit in the Directorate General of Medical Services (5),
with a total of 53 questionnaires, of which 48 were retrieved.

The study showed several results, the most important of which are: knowledge of
the stages of hazardous materials management among the employees of the General
Administration of Pharmacy in Gaza Strip at the level of significance o < 0.05 with
a moderate approval of all areas and knowledge of the stages of hazardous materials
management in occupational safety and health workers of the Civil Defense and
Ministry of Labor in Gaza Strip at the level of significance o < 0.05 with a low
degree of approval for all areas. The researcher noted the consensus of both general
management staff of the pharmacy and the occupational safety and health inspectors
in the common areas (knowledge of the laws and legislation, the degree of approval
was low, the knowledge of storage of hazardous pharmaceuticals and the degree of
approval was moderate, knowledge of the pharmaceutical industry management and
the degree of approval was significant), & opinions differed in common areas
(knowledge of the transfer of hazardous pharmaceuticals, knowledge of information
on hazardous pharmaceuticals, knowledge of protection and public safety measures).

The study came out with several recommendations, the most important was the need
to prepare a national strategy for the safe handling of pharmaceuticals, a proposal
was submitted for it. In addition to a set of recommendations that would lead to
development of the stages of pharmaceutical sector management. A proposal for an
integrated management system for pharmaceutical sector management was
presented. There are recommendations that may contribute to the development of
pharmaceutical sector, especially in developing of the computerized system and
linking the three parties of production.
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